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Gita Jayanti celebrations in Sukhumvit 12-19 by Bhaktin Dr. Sarika

In the month of December, devotees in Sukhumvit celebrated Glta Jayanti at Wattana Heights, Soi 19. Devo-
tees from Iskcon Student Center - Ramkamheng 24, Iskcon Sri Radha Govind Temple, Thonburi, Bkk and
well wishers from Sukhumvit 12-19 came together to glorify, relish and distribute Srimad Bhagavad Gita.
The program highlights included Kirtan, Arati, Bhagavad Gita sloka recitation of Chapter 9 titled “The most
confidential knowledge” and a discourse by H.H Vedavyasapriya Swami, who has been serving Srila Prab-
hupad (his spiritual master) and Iskcon society since his initiation in 1977. Devotees enjoyed HH’s divine
association and explanation of the verses along with singing and dancing in the melodious tunes of Hare
Krishna and delicious prasadam. After the programs there were further discussions and question/answer.
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Saturday Program Review @ Center by devotees.

1st Dec.: Class was given by H.H Kavichandra Swami (GBC of ISKCON TH) on important verses from Bhaga-
vad Gita. HH showed art-work/pictures from Bhagavad Gita verses in the projector screen and explained them
briefly for our understanding. HH explained the significance of mind/sense control for proper spiritual growth
(based on B.G 6.34) where the chariot, horses, reins, chariot-driver and passenger signify the body, senses, mind,
intelligence and the soul respectively. Similarly (based on B.G 2.62-63) while contemplating the objects of the
senses one develops attachment, then lust which leads to anger and finally one falls into the material pool; hence
an intelligent devotee endeavors to fix his mind in the services of the Lord. HH encouraged us regularly read,
practice and distribute the BG; around 150 big books, Bhagavad Gita and Krishna books were pledged by differ-
ent devotees to distribute during Dec. month.

8th Dec.: Jagannath Rath-Yatra (@ Pattaya was celebrated. Devotees from our congregation joined to participate/
render services there.

15th Dec.: Class/presentation was given by H.H Vedavyasa Priya Maharaj on “Hare Krishna! The Mantra, the
Movement and the Swami Who Started It”. Maharaj glorified H.D.G A.C Bhaktivendanta Swami Srila Prabhupa-
da the founder Acharya of ISKCON (International Society for Krishna Consciousness) and explained how HDG
single handedly went to the West with hardly any material resources and inspired thousands of westerners to start
and preach the Krishna Conscious mission all over the world. HH also explained the development of the Hare
Krishna movement; how the rath-yatra’s, temples, farm projects, gurukuls, etc began from 1960s to now. It was
enlivening to watch the Hare Krishna movie in the association of HH and so many devotees. Later we had won-
derful kirtans and prasada.
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22nd Dec.: Class was given by HG Ram Laxman Prabhu (Thai-BBT) on Nectar of Devotion (NOD) Chapter 12
titled, “Further Aspects of Transcendental Service” subsections: Hearing the Revealed Scriptures; Srila Rupa
Goswami explains, “Any book which gives enlightenment in the matter of advancing in devotional service is con-
sidered to be revealed scripture” and Srimad Bhagavatam is the essence of all Vedanta philosophy. Residing in
Mathura; Brahmanda Purana glorifies the holy land of Mathura by stating that all the results of traveling on all
the pilgrimages within the three worlds can be achieved simply by touching the holy land of Mathura. Rendering
Service to Devotees; Lord Krsna addresses Arjuna, “My dear Partha, one who claims to be My devotee is not so.
Only a person who claims to be the devotee of My devotee is actually My devotee." (Adi Purana).

29th Dec: Class was given by HG Ram Laxman Prabhu (Russian based in ChiangMai) on NOD Ch.12 subsec-
tions: Serving the Lord According to One's Position; one should perform/observe the different ceremonies and
celebrations of the Lord according to one's financial position (Padma Purana). Performing Devotional Service in
Karttika; even unserious persons who execute devotional service during the month of Karttika in Mathura are
easily awarded the Lord's personal service. Observing Festivals Celebrating the Lord's Activities; Bhavisya
Purana gives evidence that by observing different functions in relationship with the Lord (appearance day of the
Lord and his various incarnations, ekadasi, etc) one is sure to become pleasing to the Lord.
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Public Kirtans, Harinam and Book Distribution, etc.

Kirtana @ Lumphini Park, Rama I'V: Most alternate

Sunday afternoon Bhaktin Michelle and family under the

support/guidance of H.G Ram Laxman Prabhu (TH - BBT)

organize the kirtana in Lumphini Park. Lumphini park is

located in the center of Bangkok and many people come

|| here for jogging, exercising and roaming around as the heat

of the noon subsides. Devotees alike come to this peaceful

il and serene environment with rich green vegetation and it is

Sl very calming and blissful to chant and hear the glories of the
il Lord. Spiritual books by Srila Prabhupada in TH and for-

Il eign language are also displayed. Once in a while people

passing by being attracted by spiritual energy dissipated by

|| the holy names of the Lord, devotees and/or the books drop

j by to experience it and take books/cards/prasada with them.

8| Harinam and Book Distribution @ Silom: Surrounding

2| the date of Christmas, around 12 of us went for a Harinam

and Book Distribution in the Silom area. We distributed

|| hundred plus small books and several big books like B.G

=l and Krishna. Along with the books devotees were constant-

{| ly and happily chanting and the holy names of the Lord- the

4l Hare Krishna mantra. We walked all the way from Silom to

| [skcon- Radha Govinda temple in Thonburi, crossing the

Chao Praya river. We were all tired but totally blissful. It

was a wonderful evening performing Harinam sangkirtana

8 in the busy streets of Bangkok.

Harinam and Book-Distribution @ KhauSarn: During

+ || the beginning of the Dec. we went for Harinam and Book

3l Distribution in KhauSarn street of Bangkok. We were fortu-

nate to have the presence of H.H Kavichandra Swami who

loves to go for Harinam and encourages us all to distribute

Srila Prabhupada’s books. Since, he especially likes Khau

Sarn road we headed there. Devotees from Iskcon Student

Center, Ramkamheng 24 and Iskcon Radha Govinda tem-

ple, Thonburi joined to distribute the mercy of the Lord in

£ the form of the holy names of the Lord (Hare Krishna man-

tra) and spiritual books by Srila Prabhupada to the general

1| people. Many tourists, foreigners and locals joined our

Harinam group and blissfully chanted the Hare Krishna

mantra and over 200 plus small books and several big books

\| B.G’s were distributed.

Mantra Meditation sessions @ Divine Yoga, Thong Lor:

The mantra meditation sessions at Divine Yoga is going on

steadily. The Yogi’s of the Divine Yoga who mainly prac-

tice hatha-yoga for stronger body and peaceful mind are

[ also interested to uplift their consciousness; thanks to the

. guidance of Master Sanjiv— their teacher. He also has a keen

B interest and faith in the holy names of the Lord and strongly

believes in the power of the names of the Lord in subduing

the negative effects of the materialistic society. Some of

|| them have taken it and are practicing it daily as well.




