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House Programs @ Sukhumvit 12-19 by Bhaktin Dr. Sarika

Supreme Lord Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita (8.15) that this temporary world is “dukhalayam ashash-
vatam”; a world full of miseries such as, birth, death, old age and disease.

We the hvmg entities, strlve and aspire to achieve happiness in this world of non-stop suffering. In our en-

] deavor to be happy, we try to please other living entities around
us. Sometimes we succeed and other times we fail. And at times,
we seem unable to please anyone.

In such times, we must remember that even if we are unable to
please other living entities, we can succeed in pleasing Krishna

1 by simply following His instructions, as given in the Bhagavad
Gita. This is the sole purpose of our life - to please Lord Krishna.
If all our efforts are aimed towards pleasing Krishna, we can
achieve happiness and contentment in this material world.

In an effort to please Krishna and spread His word, devotees from Iskcon Student (ABAC) Centre have been
organizing Bhagavad Gita programs for adults and children living in the Sukhumvit Soi 12-19 area. Gradual-
ly, more and more people are receiving Krishna’s mercy and the association of devotees. Haribol!
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Saturday Program Review @ Center by devotees.

5th Jan: Class was given by H.G Ram Laxman Prabhu (Thai-BBT) on Nectar of Devotion (NOD), Chapter 12 titled, ""Further Aspects of
Transcendental Service", subtitled "Serving the deity with great devotion”. "A person who is constantly engaged in chanting the holy name
and who feels transcendental pleasure, being engaged in devotional service, is certainly awarded the facilities of devotional service and is
never given just mukti [liberation]” (Adi Purana). Srila Prabhupada explains how a devotee is satisfied simply with being engaged in devo-
tional service of the Lord; he does not aspire for any liberation from material, conditional life. Anyone who i is engaged in pure devotional
service is above the realm of the material condition of life. amafuiiussosia aauswanuiu wszy (Ine-BBT) vinmisde Thing uimseiAnudeday ndt 12 u
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12th Jan: Class was given by H.G Antaranga Gopal Prabhu on NOD, Ch. 12, subtitled "Associating with Advanced Devotees" and
"Chanting the Holy Name of the Lord”. "Association of pure devotees is so transcendentally valuable that no kind of material happiness
can compare to it" (S.B Suta Goswami). "Anyone who is engaged in chanting My transcendental name must be considered to be always
associating with Me. And I may tell you frankly that for such a devotee I become easily purchased" (Adi Purana). The acharyas also remind
us that the holy name cannot be chanted offenselessly until our senses are purlﬁed The senses can be purified by rendering service under
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19th Jan: Class was given by H.G Vrindaban Prabhu (24 hour kirtana incharge- Iskcon Vrindaban) on NOD, Ch. 12, subtitled "Living in
Mathura” wherein the Goswamis and Srila Prabhupada illustrate the importance of living in a holy place: "... attainment of transcendental
loving devotional service to the Lord is the goal of life, and it can be achieved very easily for one who lives in Mathura-mandala even for a
few seconds" (SB 4.30.20). By staying in a holy place and associating with saintly devotees, "one can achieve a transcendental loving atti-
tude toward the Supreme Personality of Godhead!" (Vedic literatures). Jan 19th: asafuilussewlas H.G Vrindaban Prabhu (awiidihdesmaanimn
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26th Jan: Class was given by H.G Ram Laxman Prabhu (TH-BBT) on NOD, Ch.13 titled, "Five Potent Forms of Devotional Service”.
Riipa Gosvami has stated that five kinds of devotional activities: 1. Residing in Mathura, 2. Worshiping the Deity of the Lord, 3. Reciting
Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4. Serving a devotee and 5. Chantlng the Hare Krsna mantra; are so potent that a small attachment for any one of
these five items can arouse devotional ecstasy even in a neophyte. In the purport the Goswamis and Srila Prabhupada illustrate the details
of practicing and the benefits of each of these five activities. amafuilussoulag Auswanuiu wizy (Ine-BBT) snmisie hiind ihsnsefraudeaas undi 13 u
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Public Kirtans, Harinam and Book Distribution, etc.

Harinam and Book Distribution @ Pratunam: On 20th
Jan. Sunday afternoon some of us from the Student Center
along with H.G Vrindaban Prabhu went for Harinam and
Book Distribution in Pratunam. Pratunam is one of the cen-
tral areas of Bangkok. A famous temple/shrine of Lord
Brahma (Erawan Shrine) is located in the area and we start-
{ | ed our trip from there. We stayed in the entrance of the

| | temple and chanted Hare Krishna mantra for some time;
praying to Lord Brahma so we could pass on the message
of Lord Chaitanya via the Hare Krishna mantra and Srila
Prabhupada’s books to the TH people. We passed the world
trade center, BigC and few other shopping malls. The
whole area was filled with people. We gave out around 200
small TH books and many phamphlets. It felt blissful.

Kirtana and Book Distribution (@ Lumphini Park:
Some Sunday afternoon Bhaktin Michelle’s family organ-
ize the kirtana at Lumphini Park. H.G Ram Laxman Prabhu
and devotees from Student Center (Abac-Ramkamheng)
and Radha Govinda temple - Thonburi join as per their
convenience. The park is centrally located and the milieu is
appropriate for kirtana. It seldom reminds the devotees how
Srila Prabhupada started his kirtana at Tompkins park in
New-York. Many people passing by our spot are happy to
see us and some sing along and few interested ones take the
books as well.

50+ TH Bhagavad Gita As It Is at Dev Mandir: Many
Thai people go to Dev Mandir (Hindu temple) at Sauchin-
B | cha especially to pay respects to the presiding deities of

4| Lord Vishnu and His prominent incarnations and Lord Shi-
#] | va, Uma Devi, etc. Recently some high ranking TH Gov-
&l | crnment people have been visiting the temple and wanted
to know Vedic philosophy. Since they did not have much
literature in TH they contacted us via Brahmanda Bharati
Prabhu. Total of around 50 TH Bhagavad Gita by Srila
Prabhupada and dozens of small books were ordered by the
temple. They were happy to have them and said they will
make a display box to put the spiritual books.

1 | Kirtana and Book Dist. @ Rajamangala Park,

| | Ramkamheng: The park at Rajamangala Stadium is near
by our center and in the evening it is filled with people
from the Ramkamheng area. Many students from the

|| Ramkamheng Univ. stroll the park during the evening.
Some of the resident student devotees and congregation
members sat in the park and chanted the Hare Krishna
mantra for around two hours. Few children were attracted
and took books. Other people appreciate the melodious
tunes of the mantra. As devotees its our duty to chant Hare
Krishna and purify our heart and the kali-yuga cities/towns.




