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Endeavour to “Attain the Supreme” @ Sukumwit 12-19, by Bhakta Panii.

Bhaktin Perminder and her family have
returned from their visit to India. And so,
after quite a hiatus, the Sukhumvit
House program has resumed. The week-
ly kirtan and Bhagavad Gita sessions at
Bhaktin Perminder's lovely home had

| been a spiritual sanctuary for our mem-
bers in this hectic and fast-moving city.
As Bhaktin Perminder herself aptly puts it; it is like recharging our batteries, for the week ahead. And so, after almost 1
month of no meetings, stepping back into the 11t floor of Siam Mansion, the cool breeze of clean air blowing, pot plants
swaying, the smell of prasad and incense floating in the air - | was reminded once again that this house truly is blessed by
the Lord, and how grateful | am that Bhaktin Perminder has so kindly opened up her home for fellow devotees.

This month, we started, and finished, reading chapter 8 of the Bhagavad Gita - “Attaining the Supreme”. As a new devotee,
this chapter is quite crucial, and somewhat touching to me. By remembering Lord Krishna in devotion throughout one's life,
and especially at the time of death, one can attain to His supreme abode, beyond the material world. This chapter confirms
what | have always felt; that this material world is only maya - illusion. And thus, by logic, living one's life in pursuit of materi-
al gratifications is as useful as a hamster running in its wheel (perhaps even less so - at least the hamster gets to exercise!).
Maya is not something to be indulged in. It is something for us to become aware of, and then to find a way out of it.

| am still here in maya. However, after 4 months as a Hare Krishna, | have now started to understand that, by remembering
the Lord, by chanting his name, by associating with fellow devotees, by studying his teachings, | can, at the very least, partici-
pate in something meaningful. At best, well, that is for the Lord to decide.

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare: Hare Rama, Hare Rama. Rama Rama Hare Hare::
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Saturday Program Review @ Center by devotees.

1st June: Class was given by H.H. Vedvyaspriya Swami (visiting sannayasi + senior disciple of Srila Prabhupada) on Nectar of Devotion (NOD) Chapter
18 titled, “Character of One in Ecstatic Love”. Maharaj continued illustrating the points mentioned by the Goswamis: 6. He is always very eager to
serve the Lord faithfully. 7. He is very much attached to the chanting of the holy names of the Lord. 8. He is always eager to describe the transcenden-
tal qualities of the Lord. 9. He is very pleased to live in a place where the Lord’s pastimes are performed, e.g., Mathura, Vrndavana or Dvaraka.
“Utilization of Time”: an unalloyed devotee who has developed ecstatic love for Krsna is always engaging his words, mind and body in the services of
the Lord, with not a moment wasted on any other engagement. amafuiiusserwTas H.H. Vedvyaspriya Swami (fuaend fundouibou / fuddonTa vos v3az nszywag) 1in
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8th June: Class was given by (we listed to a recording of) H.D.G Srila Prabhupada (Founder Acharya of Iskcon) on NOD. Srila Prabhupada described
how everyone in this world is perpetually engaged in some sort of service, and the impetus for such service is we are seeking pleasure. However while
serving our greedy senses, flickering mind, different family members, company/organization, country, etc. we can only achieve temporary happiness.
The nature of the material objects/people is its temporary, full of ignorance and stale. Lord Krishna and His spiritual potencies/energies on the other
hand is sat (eternal), chit (full of knowledge) and ananda (blissful). So, when we serve the Lord and His devotees in the spiritual perspective we be-
come perpetually happy just as an iron acquires the qualities of fire when it comes in contact with it. amauiiussernlao (nanis denmifinda Temsussoe vee ¥3az
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15th June: Class was given by H.G. Ram Laxman Prabhu (Thai-BBT) on NOD, Ch.18 subtitled “Perseverance”. When a person is undisturbed even in
the presence of various causes of disturbance, he is called reserved and perseverant. The Goswami’s cite the example of King Pariksit to further illus-
trate the point based on Srimad Bhagavatam 1.19.15. “My dear brahmanas, you should always accept me as your surrendered servant. | have come
to the bank of the Ganges just to devote my heart and soul unto the lotus feet of Lord Krsna. So please bless me that mother Ganges may also be
pleased with me. Let the curse of the brahmana’s son fall upon me - | do not mind. | only request that at the last moment of my life all of you will kind-
ly chant the holy name of Visnu so that | may realize His transcendental qualities.” amafutiussesTas quswdnmi wszy (Ing-BBT) snmisde vhiind iiansqiinawuidvaaz
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22nd June: Class was given by H.G. Prabhavishnu Prabhu (senior disciple of Srila Prabhupada) on NOD Ch. 18, subtitled, “Detachment” and
“Pridelessness”. When a devotee develops transcendental love for Krsna his senses are no longer attracted by material desires. The Goswamis cites
the example of King Bharat from a verse from Srimad Bhagavatam 5.14.43; “Emperor Bharata was so attracted by the beauty of the lotus feet of
Krsna that even in his youthful life he gave up all kinds of attachments to family, children, friends, kingdom, etc., as though they were untouchable
stools.” He had everything enjoyable in the material world, but he left it. When a devotee, in spite of possessing all the qualities of pure realization, is
not proud of his position, he is called prideless. Padma Purana states the example of King Bhagiratha who was the emperor above all other kings. He
became a mendicant and went out begging even to the homes of his political enemies and untouchables. He was so humble that he respectfully
bowed down before them. amauiiussmulas H.G Prabavishnu Prabhu (fudderTa ves az wszamnag) snwiiade vhind uiamsgiimaudoans unil 1s Wuiadeden ‘mslifada’ uaz “li
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29th June: Class was given by H.H. B.V.V. Narasimha Swami (main authority / donor of the center + regional secretary of Iskcon TH) on NOD Ch. 18
subtitles "Great Hope", and "Eagerness for Achieving the Desired Success”. The Goswamis explain we need to be optimistic of getting Lords mercy.
"Because I'm trying my best to follow the routine principles of devotional service, | am sure that | will go back to Godhead, back to home.” The price for
achieving success in Krishna Consiousness is "complete eagerness" which is further explained using verses from a book Krsna-karnamrta by
Bilvamangala Thakura. “| am eagerly waiting to see that boy of Vrndavana whose bodily beauty is captivating the whole universe, whose eyes are al-
ways bounded by black eyebrows and expanded like lotus petals, ... | want so much to see Him at Vrndavana!” amafuiiussewlas H.H B.V.V Narasimha
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Public Kirtans, Harinam and Book Distribution, etc.

Y

1| Book Distribution @ International Yoga Day:
| Devotees from our center were given a stall where

we put out books (mainly TH Bhagavad Gita,
Krsna and small books) during the International
Yoga Day which was held on the grounds of
Chulalornkorn University. Around five thousand
people from different parts of Bangkok had gath-
ered for the event which was organized by Indian
Embassy and Divine Yoga. We distributed fourty

» big books and four hundred small books; generous

ones donated.

B.G Seminar @ Divine Yoga, ThongLor: Yogi’s
at Divine Yoga headed by Master Sanjiv organized
a Bhagavad Gita seminar when H.H Vedavyasa
Priya Swami visited Bangkok. Maharaj spoke on
the importance of studying/practicing Bhagavad
Gita As It Is by Srila Prabhupada regularly so we
can get our-self of the illusion. The greatest illu-
sion is that we identify our-self with our body.
When we chant the Hare Krishna mantra and
mould our life in the mode of goodness we can
advance spiritually and slowly transcend the mate-
rial realm. We can advance further if we can give
the mercy of the Lord to general population and
help establish His sangkirtana mission in every
town and village.

Harinam - Book Distribution @ Ramkamheng:
Distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books to the con-
ditioned souls is like planting seeds of devotional
life. Slowly, the books are read by people their
hearts will transform and they are interested in
spiritual life and take up different practices of
Krishna Consciousness. Over the years we have
distributed tens of thousands of books in Bangkok.
Just as certain patches of land that aren’t fertile
need more tilling and taken care of similarly cer-
tain places which aren’t favorable to Vedic culture
need more endeavors from devotees in the form of
performing Harinam and Book Distribution. It is
great joy to see the consistent services of the devo-
tees.

Kirtana - Book Distribution @ Lumphini Park:

Some Sunday afternoons Nrpati Rama Prabhu +
Madhavi Pavani Mtg family have been organizing
the kirtana in the Lumphini Park. Devotees from
different centers/temple join the event as the park
is centrally located in Bkk. Many people are jog-
ging/walking and enjoy the Hare Krsna chant.
Some interested ones take the books and some for-

¥ | tunate ones gets prasada (fruits) as well. The park

is serene and peaceful and its blissful to be there.




